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CITY COUNCIL INVITED TO DISCUSS 
OLD TOWN MILL'S FUTURE 


_ WITH SOCEETY OFFICIALS. 


Members of the City Council have been in- 
vited to meet with the Advisory Board of 
the Society at the Mansion Tuesday after- 
noon, February 2nd to discuss way S and 
means of restoring and preserving the Old 
Town Mill, New London's first industrial 
site. 


News of interest in the structure by an 
out-of-state organization reminds us anew 
that we have in our midst an historic 
treasure, sadly neglected and ravaged, but 
still in possession of the tattered rem- 
mants of its antiquity. 


The proprietors of Old Sturbridge Village, 
the reconstructed colonial communi ty in 
Massachusetts, have offered to repair and 
maintain the mill on the condition that it 
is moved to that state, 


Certain councillors have mildly protested 
this proposed action, and the matter has 
been referred to the Finance and Public 
welfare Committee for study. 


Have the city fathers forgotten their 
recent pledge to retain the historic spots 
in the Winthrop Cove area when the rede- 
velopment plan gets underway? Surely we 
can expect that the Old Mill will be given 
honorable treatment to restore it to its 
rightful place as a first class tourist 
attraction, 
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Several years ago the a = the co- 
operation of the New London Garden Club,in- 
vited Roland Robbins, the ''pick and sepia 
historian'', to survey the Mill and give a 
report of his findings. This was done, and 
now, In his recently published book, "Hidden 


| America'', Mr. Robbins refers to that ex- 


perience as follows: 


N'A survey followed a request that | inspect, | 
and recommend ways to preserve, the Old Towr 
Mill in New London. The existing structure, 
built a few years after the Revolution, was 
the fourth or fifth building to have stood 
on the site of a mill erected by John Win- 
throp, Jr., in 1650. Under the mill, with 
my probe rod and very little digging, | 
traced the foundation of a smaller and 
earlier mill. The stonework had been buriec 
late in the eighteenth century, and a larger 
structure erected over it. Careful excava- 
tion was all that was necessary to reveal 
the first site of industrial activity in 
this region,!' 


We are faced with a choice of action pro- 
vided we are backed by the support of enough 
townspeople who are willing to contribute 
something to the cause, to supplement the 
city's obligation, The existing structure, 
dating back to 1800, can be repaired and the 
Mill reopened as a historic museum; or the 
Mill can be removed and the original foun- 
dation cleaned up and opened for examination 
The view of the earliest foundation might 
well excite an archaeologist, engineer, or 
industrialist to the point of taking the 
lead in giving New London again a mill that 


is accurate.in every detail, a faithful MEMBER'S CONTRIBUTION STARTS FUND 


reproduction of New London's earliest FOR NEW DRAPERIES 
industry. : ; 
A gift from Miss Elsie C. Fengar, long a 
NEW LONDON MAN AMONG EARLY SETTLERS Society member , has started a fund for the 
OF SOUTH ATLANTIC ISLE purchase of new draperies for the parlors 
| in the Mansion, This gift brings to re- 
An interesting New London reference has ality a long hoped for project that will 
been noted in the late Peter Freuchen's provide proper period draperies for these 
Bock of the Seven Seas (Julian Messner, rooms that are visited by hundreds of visi- 
i957). tors each year. Gifts for this purpose are 
earnestly solicited from members and friends 
Speaking of the lonely South Atlantic of the Society. Checks should be made out 
island of Tristan’ da Cunha, Mr. Freuchen to the New London County Historical Society 


wrote ''For 300 years (after its discovery and sent to Miss Marion E. Clarke, 228 
in 1506) it was inhabited only by a strange Williams Street, or to the Society, 11 
population of birds--no one knows how they Blinman Street. 

got there--and some smaller animals. Then 


Napoleon changed the history of Tristan da SPECIAL MUSICAL PROGRAM PLANNED 
Cunha as he changed that of most of the FOR WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY 
world. oy 

Music of George Washington's day will be 
'This particular change came only after presented in a special program at the Man- 
his downfall. The British government _ sion on February 22nd during the Society's 


feared that his friends might try to rescue Open House celebration, 

the deposed Emperor from St. Helena, using = me el dy 

Tristan da Cunha as a base, So in 1816, a Martha Alter of the Department of Music, 
party of colored soldiers was sent there, (Connecticut College, is planning a program 
and to their surprise they found a single of instrumental snd vocal music from Revol- 
lonely settler already in existence, Thomas utionary times. Performers will be Miss 
Curry. The soldiers did not fare very well Alter, harpsichord; Eleanor Cranz, alto 

in this rugged setting and soon were with- recdérder; and Jacqueline Goodspeed, soprano. 
drawn. But William Glass, who came from Miss Goodspeed is a member of the junior 
New London, Conn., asked and received per- elass at the college. 

mission to stay with his wife and family. 

Curry died shortly before the troops left One of the features of the program, which 
in 1817, but five unmarried men wanted to will be heard from 3 to 3:30, will be a 
remain with Glass, and on November 7, 1817, group of songs for the harpsichord issued 
they all signed a Constitution (now in the by Francis Hopkinson in 1788. It is not 


British Museum) which set up a communal generally known that Hopkinson, a signer 
society... Q of the Declaration of [ndependence, wrote 
Dt caer i) ee music for that instrument, although he is 
The little settlement got along with no considered one of the earliest native 
additions for two yéars, but there seems American composers, 


to have, been, general: satisfaction when at | 

the end of that time.a passing whaler prom- Special displays of documentary material 

ised to bring some women to the lonesome un-and costumes of the period will be shown, 

married men, He was.as good as his word. A social hour will follow the program, The 
| Tate _ Mansion will be open from one to five on 

"Mrs, Glass and five ’St, Helenites are the the holiday. 7 

great-grandmothers of the approximately 200 “ ee: 

people who live on Tristan da Cunha now, Miss Marion E, Clarke is in charge of the 

John Glass, William's son, grew up to be a arrangements for this program, 

well-known whaling captain, but most of the . 


people always preferred to remain in their © LEAGUE TO MEET FEBRUARY 6 
isolated home despite many offers to move AT NEW HAVEN 
them,!! | 


A. program of unusual interest will be offer- 
ed by the Connecticut League of Historical 
Societies at its all-day meeting on Satur- 
day, February 6 at the New Haven Colony 


Historical Society, 


During the morning session a progress re- 
port will be made on the State Highway 
Department's cooperation in the program 

of landmark preservation. Ralph Thomas, 
curator of the host society, will describe 
publications of interest to members of his- 
torical societies, A discussion group 
under the leadership of G. Sumner Hill, 
Wallingford society president, will con- 
sider ''Should our historic treasurers be 
kept locally or sent to the big museums?! 


Following a box Tunch hour, the Leaque's 

First award to an outstanding Connecticut 
historical society will be made following 
remarks by the awards committee chairman, 
WW. Rawson Haddon, 


The principal address of the day will be 
presented by K. Ross Tool2,director of the 
Marine Gallery, Museum of the City of New 
York, who will talk on the resnonsibility 
of the local society in searching for and 
preserving items of regional Interest, 


Every member of the Society is welcome to 
attend this meeting on February 6, 


GOODSPEED OPERA HOUSE RESTORAT{ ON 


Within easy distance of New London there 
stands a dilapidated reminder of Connecti- 
cut's former theatrical activity. On the 
banks of the Connecticut River at East 
Haddam is the Goodspeed Opera House built 
in 1876, now the focus of plans for a 
restoration that will reactivate it as a 
center for music and theatre, opera and 
baliet. | 


To carry out the restoration and carefully 
supervise the kind of preductions that 
will be given in the ensuing years, the 
Goodspeed Opera House Foundation has been 
incorporated under Connecticut State Law 
as a non-profit educational institution, 


lts plans are comprehensive and practic- 
able. As soon as there is targible evi- 
dence of sufficten* private suppert, the 
State wil: turn over to the Foundation, 
without cost, the Opera House and iand on 
which it stands, together with additional 
acreage for parking and other facilities, 
The Foundation has an option to purchase 
the Riverside Hotel which lies adjacent to 
the Opera House and is architectura' ly 
compatible with it. This would then be 


made a restaurant and tavern for visitors 
to the Center. 


Plans call for future development of a 
motor boat marina near the Opera House, 
Thus, Connecticut's yachtsmen and those 
from other areas can one day come up the 
river to see revived productions that 
filled the theatre long ago and to enjoy 


the operatic and stage successes of our 
time, 


The immediate need js to obtain a number 

of substantial gifts from individuals and 
business companies to assure the conditions 
of a large contrivution already made, and 
to enable the Foundation to take up the 
option, Many smailer contributions are 
also essential to develop public interest - 
and participation in the plans. 


Contributions, which are tax deductible, 
may be paid in cash or spread over a 
period of three years, Thev are payable 
to The Goodspeed Opera House Foundation, 
Inc., and may be sent to Box 91, East 
Haddam, Connecticut, or to a member of the 
committee for forwarding. 


For Your Information 

“. The Society's telephone number is 
Gibson 3-1209 
‘The Mansion is open Tuesday through 
Saturday from 1 to 4 


Custodians in residencer= 
Mr. and Mrs, Sidney Holmés;, 
§ 
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Secretary and Curator 2) 
Miss Helen |. Fraser, “~~ 
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From The New London County Historical 
Society, Shaw Mansion 
Il Blinman Street 
New London,- Connecticut 
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